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Dr. Irwin Jacobs, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

[t gives me great pleasure to confer upon Dr. Irwin Jacobs,
Co-Founder and Former Chairman of Qualcomm Incorporated
(Qualcomm) with the National Tsing Hua University (NTHU)
Honorary Distinguished Chair Professorship.

Unquestionably, Qualcomm, in many ways, 1S synonymous to the
name Jacobs, and 1s one of the leading, 1f not the leading,
global semiconductor companies. Its ubiquitous presence at
nearly every corner of the globe is unparalleled.

While he 1is a technological legend, Dr. Jacobs is equally
outstanding at home as a world-class academician. Prior to his
co-founding Qualcomm, he was already well known for his
far-reaching intellectual activities as a faculty member in two
world-class institutions: Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) and the University of California San Diego
(UCSD. ) The book he authored in 1965 Principles of
Communication Engineering i1s the bible of this enormously
important field, even and especially in the global knowledge
economy in the 21° century.

Honors bestowed on Dr. Jacobs are too numerous to list here.
Indeed, in his many dimension of activities, the honor he had
received included the following:



(@ A member of the National Academy of Engineering (NAE. )
He was also Chairman of the Engineering Section
of NAE Committee.

(b) Medal of Honor laureate of the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE.)
This 1s the highest honor bestowed by IEEE.

(c) The 1994 National Medal of Technology bestowed to Dr.
Jacobs by President Bill Clinton. The byline of
this award reads "/For his development of Code
Division Multiple Access (CDMA) as a commercial
technology adopted as a U S. digital cellular
Standard."

(d) He and his wife Joan Jacobs are the recipients of the
Woodrow Wilson Award for Corporate Citizenship
for their contributors to public arts and
education in San Diego, California.

As a top research university of Taiwan situated in the heart
of the vibrant Asia Pacific region, whose strengths in the
business eco-system of Qualcomm, from basic to applications,
1s well renowned, National Tsing Hua University i1s truly
honored that Dr. Irwin Jacobs, a technology and entrepreneurial
legend, has accepted our high honor to become a member of the
university’ s family. While Dr. Jacobs’ scientific,
technological and entrepreneurial successes are well known to
all, we as a comprehensive educational i1nstitution 1s
especially impressed by his deep concern of the welfare of
humanity. He profoundly believes that education is the only



solution to ensure a better world for all people. This belief,
[ surmise, must be the driving force for his and Mrs. Jacobs’
well known philanthropic generosity to higher education
institutions around the globe. With this in mind, our honor to
Dr. Jacobs is not just recognition of him as a great educator,
scientist, technologist and entrepreneur; 1t 1s also
recognition of him as a great human being.

Last, but not the least, I shall mention that Dr. Jacobs,
Qualcomm and National Tsing Hua University share the passionate
spirit of pursuing excellence as well as the achievement of the
status of extraordinary accomplishments. The NTHU is a research
university with a long and proud tradition. In the 2013 ranking
of Shanghai Jiaotung University for universities in China,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau, NTHU 1s among the top three
universities. It you take into account of the size factor, the
NTHU 1s right at the top of over 3,000 universities in the
greater China region. In addition, Dr, Jacobs and National
Tsing Hua University are connected with many common threads,
for example, as DR. Jacobs taught at the MIT and UCSD, our two
former Presidents, David Liu taught at the MIT and Frank Shu
taught at the UCSD, with considerable overlap. As DR. Jacobs
explained that the name Qualcomm was originated form Quality
Communication, the NTHU has just received the prestigious
National Quality Award this year. It symbolizes that together
we can achieve the best quality. Furthermore, as mentioned by
DR. Jacobs, many of our alumni have served at the Qualcomm in
the managerial positions with important functions.

With the acceptance of the honor, Dr. Jacobs shall find himsel f
in stellar companies. The previous 7 recipients include 3 Nobel
Laureates, Drs. C.N. Yang, Leo Esaki and James D. Watson, Dr.
Morris Chang of the TSMC, Professor Ying-Shih Yu, recipient of



the Kluge Prize for the study of Humanity, Prof. Noam Chomsky
of the MIT as well as Prof. Clayton Christensen of the Harvard
University. Today, we are truly delighted to honor Dr. Jacobs
with the 8" Honorary Distinguished Chair Professorship of the
NTHU. It is foreseen that the close bonding between Dr. Jacobs
and the NTHU will certainly lead to great milestones in the
future.



