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Good evening and welcome to the Tsing Hua General Education
Lecture Series. Tonight we have a distinguished speaker, Dr.
Bill Stanton, to share with us his insights on “Digital Age
Diplomacy: Potentials and Problems.”  Knowing the fact that
Dr. Stanton is an outstanding diplomat who has just retired from
his post as the Director of American Institute in Taiwan, one
of the most delicate positions that a U.S. diplomat can hold,
[ believe we are in for a real treat!

The Tsing Hua General Education Lecture Series was launched
last year during our Centennial Celebration. This Series was
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sowell received that the Office of Academic Affairs has decided
to continue this intellectual feast and make it a fine tradition
on our campus.

Dr. Stanton received his Ph.D. in English Literature from the
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill in 1978. He went on
almost immediately to serve in the U.S. diplomatic corps. For
34 years, he served honorably and successfully 1in many
strategic posts such as Pakistan, Lebanon, South Korea,
Australia, and served twice in China. During his tenure as the
Director of AIT, he has enhanced the friendship between Taiwan
and the U. S. vigorously. One of his important contributions
in building a stronger tie between the two peoples has been the
inclusion of Taiwan in the U. S. visa-waver program which will
allow all of us to visit U. S. without the hassle of getting
a U. S. visa.

Our distinguished speaker tonight, Dr. Bill Stanton is also a
gentleman scholar in the best sense of the words. He is, however,
somewhat unique, He is the first “non-Chinese” speaker that
we have 1nvited. Moreover, he is the first U.S. career diplomat
decided to stay in Taiwan after retiring from his active duty.

This decision clearly demonstrated his love for Taiwan and has
made him one of the most endearing Americans in our country.

[ believe Dr. Stanton will feel at home at Tsing Hua. After all,
Tsing Hua was established with the funding from the
over—charged Boxer indemnity returned by the U.S. Government
in 1909. The returned funds was specifically earmarked to be
used for the purpose of enhancing Chinese higher education in
an Act adopted by the U.S. Congress largely due to the combined
effort of two visionary diplomats; Counselor Liang Chen who
stationed in Washington D. C. representing China at that time
and his counterpart, U.S. Ambassador Bill Rockhill in Bei jing.
Remarkably, the stipulation to use the fund for higher
education was against the wish of the then Chinese prime



minister, Yuan Shi-Kai, who had wanted to use the fund for
economical development. Due to their effort, part of the Tsing
Hua Funds was used to send nearly one thousand best and
brightest Chinese youths to various American campuses for
advanced study over a period of twenty years. Almost all of them
returned to China after completing their study and became
leaders 1n various sectors of Chinese society; including three
Chinese ambassadors to the U. S. ; Hu Shih, George Yeh and Ting-Fu
Chiang as well as many ambassador-rank diplomats who
represented China in various posts in different parts of the
world.

The Tsing Hua Fund established with the efforts of these two
visionary diplomats i1s still operative and benefiting the
University after more one hundred year of its establishment.
[t shows what capable and visionary diplomats can do with their
foresights and diplomacy.

Personally, I had the pleasure of meeting Dr. Stanton in one
of the events organized by Taipeil Salon chaired by the current
Minister of Cultural Affairs, Dr. Ingtai Long on July 10, 2010.
On that occasion, Dr. Stanton gave a stimulating lecture on the

“Paradox of America” where he analyzed how 300 million
Americans created a prosperous and rather harmonious nation
despite of their heterogeneous cultural backgrounds.
Incidentally, that particular lecture was given 1in the
auditorium of NTHU" s Taipei Office. As the saying goes, no good
book 1s written without coincidence.

[ believe tonight’” s lecture is especially interesting to NTHU
faculty and students. As a university, we are well-known for
our excellent programs in information science and we have long
history with the U.S. Like all of you, I am eager to hear Dr.
Stanton’ s speech, but before turning the podium over, [ would
like Dr. Stanton to know that we hope this is just the beginning



of long and cordial relationship between Tsing Hua and Dr.
Stanton.



