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Dr. and Madame Watson, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of National Tsing Hua University, | have the great honor to
confer an Honorary Distinguished Chair Professorship upon Dr. James
Watson and to preside over the ceremony dedicating this grand lecture
hall as James D. Watson Hall.

Mr. Du Phu, a great poet of Tang Dynasty and considered as the Saint of
Chinese Poetry once said: “a giant is born in every generation and a few
goes on to lead the world for hundreds of years.” Dr. Watson is one of
those giants that Du Phu was describing. Dr. Watson’s discovery of DNA
structure, his leadership in the human genome project are two well
known stellar contributions that not only have lasting impacts on the life
science community but also opened up new avenues for scientists to
advance in their ongoing efforts to understand ourselves as human
beings.

A while ago, | read that a fan of Captain Kirk of the Star Trek once made a
remark that “it is cool to meet someone you have idolized since your
childhood, it is even cooler to have him come to your place to see what
is interesting.” We are indeed, very excited to have Dr. Watson whom we
have admired since our college days to visit us. As the President of NTHU,
| am very excited, indeed, honored to have this opportunity to confer the
Distinguished Chair Professorship upon Dr. Watson and dedicate this
newly renovated lecture hall in his honor.

In Dr. Watson’s book, “Gene, Girls and Gamov,” Dr. Watson mentioned a
conference on phages held in Cold Spring Harbor about a month after
the monumental discovery of the DNA structure. The conference was
held in a hall and attended by 270 scientists and the hall we are
christening as James Watson Hall today can accommodate about the
same number of people. The 270 scientists then included all the big
names in the field of phages at that time. Many of those went on and
became Nobel Prize winners. | hope some, if not all, scientists and
researchers gathered here in today, will soon become world-class
scholars in their respective fields and usher in a new era of life science
research and development in Taiwan.



As one of the leading institutions of life science research, NTHU’s College
of Life Science has the best human resource and interdisciplinary
research environment to integrate the creativity and research brain
power to pursue path-breaking researches in the post-genomic and
proteomic era. Today, In addition to Dr. Watson’s talk on “From the
Discovery of the Double Helix Structure to the Development of a
Research Career,” my distinguished colleagues in the College of Life
Science are going to share with you the revolutionary research projects
led by Dr. Ann-Shyn Chiang’s team as well as path-breaking advances in
biotechnology by Dr. Thomas Y. S. Shen and Dr. Chang-l Wang. In addition,
former president Chen Wen-Tsueng will give a brief description of the
development of Hsinchu Biomedical Park that he is directing under the
behest of National Science Council. It is my hope that you will thoroughly
enjoy the program and the memorable event.

Ladies and gentlemen, today is not only a glorious day for Tsing Hua
because we have the honor to claim Dr. Watson as one of our esteemed
colleagues, today is also an important milestone for our life science
program because of the close relationship we are establishing with the
giant in the field of life science.

Last but not the least, | shall like to take this opportunity to welcome Dr.
and Madame Watson again and wish you have a nice and very enjoyable
stay in our beautiful campus and fabulous country. Thank you.



